
The Rail Yard Community ART Garden Guidelines 

Our community garden program is dedicated to providing a creative, nourishing environment for Salt Lake 

City Residents to grow sustainable, organic food and to foster art in all forms. This garden is a 

shared/community space, where you need to be considerate of other people and their plants. In addition 

to tending your own plot, gardeners are expected to participate in the day-to-day upkeep of the garden 

and in garden decision-making. 

The following are the standard guidelines that apply to the Rail Yard Community ART Garden. Please 

understand them thoroughly. Violations may lead to the forfeiture of your plot, without the return of your 

plot fee.  

   

Reserving your plot 

• You are entitled to one plot (sizes vary by garden). Plots are filled on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

• A garden plot rental fee is required (fees can be found on the “Rent a Plot” page on our website). 

• You must clear your plot of weeds early in the season (date depends on garden, typically April 15
th
), or it 

will be given to another gardener on the waitlist. The plot fee will not be returned. 

• You may reapply for the same plot next year if you fulfill all of your garden-specific requirements. 

 Gardener Involvement 

• Garden care and maintenance is the collective responsibility of all gardeners, and requires your volunteer 

commitment. In addition to tending your own plot, you are required to contribute at least 6 hours per 

season to tend common areas or participate in projects that benefit the whole garden. 

• Some examples include weeding common areas, mulching pathways, planting donation beds, pruning 

back trees and bushes, or organizing social events. This can occur individually or through scheduled 

group work days. 

• You must attend the spring and fall mandatory meetings. However, you may arrange to send someone as 

a proxy if you are unable to attend. 

• All gardeners with email access and written English proficiency are required to be signed up to the online 

discussion group. 

 Garden Management 

• Decisions that affect the interests of other gardeners occur in an inclusive and participatory decision-

making process. This includes issues such as garden projects, policies, garden fund spending, etc. 

• Day to day operations of the garden are the collective responsibility of all gardeners. To coordinate 

specific key responsibilities, the garden maintains a leadership team of at least three people. This 

includes the Garden Steward, Garden Co-steward, Irrigation Steward, but often includes others such as 

Membership Coordinator, Event Planner, Compost Steward, etc. 

• One member of the leadership team must complete the WCG Growing Community Gardens training. 

 Land Use Restrictions and Safety 

• The garden property is leased by the RDA and there is always a possibility that we will lose the use of it. 



• Tree/perennial plantings, structures or site improvements must receive the permission of RYCAG. 

• For safety reasons: rebar is not allowed for staking or trellising; pathways are clear of hazards; tools not 

in use are locked away; holes and construction are identified with colorful barriers; irrigation controls are 

secure from public access; first aid kit and emergency contacts are on the premises. 

• Liability waivers are required for all gardeners and volunteers, and must be submitted to RYCAG. 

 Gardening Organically 

• Our goal is to create and nurture a healthy soil and environment. Chemical herbicides, pesticides, and 

fertilizers are not allowed. Please read our Organic Standards for acceptable practices. 

• Gardeners using chemical weed killers, fertilizers and/or pesticides will lose their gardening privileges! 

 Water Use and Drip Irrigation 

• We are working to install a drip irrigation system in 2013, we will have a discussion regarding water use at 

our first official “Gardeners Meeting” (date TBD) 

• The automatic drip irrigation system is generally turned on in April-May. Please do not alter the system in 

any way. Please report any problems to your Irrigation Steward. 

• Each gardener is responsible to know how the system works and how to make light repairs for their own 

plot. You should keep the drip tape straight, without any kinks, planting within 6 inches of the drip tape. 

Straw or leaf mulch should be used to conserve soil moisture in the summer months (and to reduce 

weeds). 

 Weeds and Trash 

• You must control the weeds and trash in your own plot and adjacent pathways during the season. All 

weeds must be removed if taller than six inches in height and twelve inches in width. 

• Plots will be inspected regularly, and plots that have not been planted, or do not meet these guidelines, 

will be notified. Failure to remedy the situation within 14 days will result in forfeiture of the plot. 

• It is your responsibility to notify the Garden Steward if you are no longer able to tend your plot, you will be 

absent for a long period of time, or have asked a friend to tend your plot. 

• Plots must be cleared of trellis materials and debris at the end of the season (date depends on year). 

 Compost 

• Do not place weed seeds or rhizomes in the compost piles – put those in the trash. All other plants go in 

“brown” or “geen” compost piles, and must be chopped to the size of your hand before adding. 

• Please read the posted compost system instructions, or speak to your Compost Steward, for more 

information on acceptable practices. 

 Community Behavior 

• You should harvest your ripe produce regularly to reduce garden pests and vandalism. 

• Stealing is not permitted and will result in immediate loss of gardening privileges and forfeiture of crops. 



• Disrespectful or abusive language or destructive behavior (including vandalism) may result in the 

immediate loss of all gardening privileges, and forfeiture of crops. 

• When a conflict arises with another gardener, please try to resolve the issue directly. If you are unable to 

resolve it, please contact your garden steward to find a solution. Do not use the online discussion group 

to vent your frustrations with other gardeners. 

 Non-Discrimination 

• Gardeners shall not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, national, or ethnic origin, religious, 

marital status, age, sex, sexual orientation, or disability in its garden membership, garden events, and the 

administration of its programs. 

• The garden will strive towards ADA accessible gardening options. 

  

*RYCAG reserves the right to make changes or exceptions to the guidelines. 

 


